
MAKEA HAT STAND] 


? Water-saving plants^ 
'Garden tool maintenance 


Make designer paving stones 
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The Woodoc Way 




Woodoc Customer Care: For friendly, personal assistance and advice, 
phone Toll-Free 0800 411 200, during office hours, www.woodoc.com 


Woodoc Water-Borne DECK - the modern sealer for outdoor decking and exterior woodwork. 
High in UV-absorbers and weather-resistant it provides an extremely attractive finish. Quick 
drying, it is easy to apply and easy to maintain. 


Available in natural wood colours: Oak - Mahogany - Teak - Imbuia and also Clear. 


Woodoc Water-Borne Plus-Life™ PRIMER: Used as primer for Woodoc Water-Borne DECK it will significantly 
extend the life of the surface finish. Particularly in severe exposure conditions. 


cwoc 
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EDITOR'S NOTE~l I 


The long and winding 
road has come to an end 


magazine has 

travelled a long and winding road since it 
was launched in November 1993 by Sandra 
Gordon of Platinum Publications.The 
magazine was subsequently taken over by 
Primedia Publishing in September 1995 and 
remained with them until October 2000, 
when it was acquired by me under the 
newly formed Home Handyman Publishing 
Company. 

Over the years it was served by various 
editors, starting off with Sean Houghton 
and followed by Chris Dingle, Mike Hobbs 
and Cobus Erasmus. In April 1999 the editorial was outsourced to Kay 
Montgomery, who took over the editorship and she was followed by Nici 
Solomon, Gregg Cocking and Warren Schmidt all of Wordlink Media. In 2009 
the editorial was brought back in-house under Johann Stadler, the longest 
serving editor, and most recently Gareth Greathead. 

The dedicated team at have enjoyed getting involved 

with the various DIY projects over the years and the magazine has benefitted 
from a loyal and enthusiastic readership. The topics that have been featured 
have been varied and covered the full spectrum of the home improvement, DIY 
and hobbyist categories. 

All roads eventually reach their destination and the time has come for me to 
finally retire - many years after the due date, mainly because I have so enjoyed 
being a part of the publishing industry. magazine has 

therefore been put up for sale, and until such time as a new owner has taken 
over, publication is suspended. It is with regret that the September issue will 
therefore be the last to appear on the shelves, and posted out to subscribers. 
We apologise for the short notice but our office premises have been sold, and 
this dictates the timing. 

We certainly hope that there will be a future for , albeit 

in some other variation. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our subscribers and readers 
for their support over the years. Also to be thanked are the dedicated staff 
members and contributors who have passionately brought you the magazine 
on a monthly basis these past 23 years - editorial people, designers, ad sales 
reps, administrators, subscription managers and dispatch staff. 

And so it is with ambivalent feelings that we draw this chapter to a close and 
say farewell from the entire team. 

Allan Swart, Publisher 



Two valuable 
lessons in DIY 


It took me a year and a half of working at 
to learn what I see as 
my most valuable lessons in DIY 

Firstly, not everything needs to be complicated 
to be enjoyable; in fact, complicated designs can 
kill the enjoyment DIY should bring. I took on 
overly ambitious projects more than once, and 
because quitting wasn't an option, these became 
especially frustrating. Nothing is perfect and this 
is something I've come to terms with as a creator. 
Until I realised this, it was almost impossible 
for me to let go unless all my work met my 
subjective view of perfection. 

Secondly, a hobby can be lonely and cause you 
to isolate yourself This brought my second 
realisation to the fore - share your love for DIY 
and hobbies with others. When doing work 
around the home, allow your partner and 
children to get involved. I spent hours working 
alone in my workshop when I should have joined 
a club. Woodworking in particular is an art where 
people can learn from you and you can learn 
from others, no matter your skill set. 

This is not the end - I believe this magazine 
has tremendous potential and in Arnold 
Schwarzenegger's words,“We'll be back!'' 

Gareth Greathead, Editor 
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HOFF THE SHELF Your guide to the latest products in the world of DIY 



Superior jointing 




Protect walls against 


water ingress 


Features and specifications: 


1/4 


1/2 


For more information 


Visit: www.strandhardware.co.za 
Tel: 041-585-6996 


Insect repellent for paint 


1 

Make an 


impact 

■ 


For more information 


Visit: www.sika.co.za 
Tel: 031-792-6500 





41 ^ 



For more information 


Visit: www.vitalprotection.co.za 
Tel: 021-100-0036 


Features and specifications: 


For more information ~| - 

Visit: www.lgtools.co.za 
Tel: 031-717-6800 
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Be blown away 



For more information 


Visit: www.makita.co.za 
Tel: 011 878-2600 


New drill/driver 



For more information | - 

Visit: www.blackanddecker.co.za 
Tel: 011-472-0454 


Decorative waxes in black and white 
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INVOICE YOUR VIEWS Do you have any thoughts or comments on DIY issues? 



dimensions 


I read The Home Handyman from cover 
to cover each month - well, pretty much. 
July had some interesting articles, but also 
a few problems. My comments come in 
goodwill and I don't want anyone to think 
I'm complaining. I noticed a few mistakes 
on the cutting list provided for the carriage 
clock project in the July issue (page 44), 
'Marking time'. 

It would appear that all the wood used 
is 20mm thick.The box sides (part D) in 
the cutting list are defined as 120 x 120 x 
20mm, but the one shown in photos 6 and 
17 doesn't look'square'. If the door (part F), 
defined as 170 x 170mm fits in-between 
the two braces (part E) at the back (photo 
17), then the overall height of part D must 
be either 170 -h 30mm or 170 -h 40mm, 
depending upon which way part E is 
oriented. So sides part D must be either 
200mm or 210mm long. 


Part E is defined as 15 x 15 x 20mm, but if 
cut that size, it would be almost a cube - a 
bit like a dice. And lastly, in Step 6, it says 
to cut a groove 5mm wide for the glass to 
slide into. But the glass called for in the 
cutting list is 20mm thick which can't be 
right. I guess it should be 4mm. 

And then finally, a cautionary statement: 

On page 30 in 'Make a metal gate', a reader 
welds galvanised steel. During the welding 
process, the zinc alloy on the surface of 
galvanised steel (I say'alloy' because it is not, 
as many think, a coating) is burned away by 
the arc and converted to zinc oxide as the 
fumes mix with air. Zinc oxide is non-toxic, 
but it can cause problems such as fever, 
chills, thirst, headache and nausea if inhaled 
for lengthy periods. Welding of galvanised 
steel should always be carried out in a well- 
ventilated environment or even outdoors. 
Malcolm Cunnington, by email 



Winning letter 

This month's winning letter 
comes from Naomi Edwards 
who wins a Makita DUB182Z 
18V Cordless Blower plus 
battery and charger 


Edreplies:\ou will not believe it, but this 
mistake got past the whole team despite 
a thorough looking over by all. You are 
correct in assuming part D as 210 x 120 x 
20mm, Part E is 170 x 15 x 20mm and the 
glass should be cut to 172 x 172 x 4mm. We 
apologise and hope that anybody intending 
to build the carriage clock sees your 
letter. We also thank our readers for their 
attention to detail of the articles featured. 
Here is a drawing reader Hugo du Preez 
did of the clock which we hope will 
prove helpful. 
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Sneezewood 
for fun 


I was pleasantly surprised by the April 
2016 edition of The Home Handyman. 
During the course of my life, I have come 
across sneezewood on several occasions, 
years apart.The first time I discovered 
sneezewood was in 1954 when I was 12 
years old. I grew up on a farm in the Free 
State and went to school by bus. On the 
way, we had to open a gate. Usually two 
guys jumped out, one to open the gate and 
the other to scratch some dust from the 
sneezewood gate post. Back in the bus it 
was fun to sniff it and sneeze. 

The second time was in Cala,Transkei 
when we went to renovate a church in 
1998. In the adjacent field stood two fence 
poles, an indication that there was a fence 
years ago. In the earlier years, sneezewood 
was popular for fence poles because it is 
virtually indestructible. It doesn't rot and 
no ant or other insect can destroy it.The 
people there had no use for it, so I brought 
it home. 

A few years later, I listened to a radio 
interview with a guitar builder. He said that 
he uses sneezewood for certain parts of the 
guitar.Then, about 10 years ago, I visited a 
sculptor in Worcester. In his garden stood a 
few sneezewood poles with beautiful birds 
carved into them. He told me that it is not 
so easy to work with sneezewood. 

The dust irritates the skin, eyes and lungs. 
He therefore works with gloves, a dust 
mask and protective glasses. Last year, I 
visited a woodworking shop in Sedgefield 
where I learned that sneezewood turns well 
and is rarely stumbled upon today. 

The surprise? I wrote this letter and left it 
overnight to post the following day. I paged 
through the magazine before sending my 
mail and on page 56 in the April issue there 
were pictures of two sneezewood projects. 
Amazing! 

Chris Erasmus, De Dooms 
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II DIY MATTERS 


Events, 


news, views and reviews from around the globe 


Colours for 2017 





updates 


Fix This Yard 



Town Flower Show 


Where: 

When: 

Time: 

Entrance: 


WIN tickets! 


The Home Handyman, in conjunction with 
the organisers, will be giving away a limited 
number of general admission tickets to the 
Cape Town Flower Show. 


For more information 


Visit: WWW. capetownf lower show, co .za 


THEwT 

CRPEUWN 

FLOWER SHOW 



To enter simply send an email with the subject line 'Win Flower Show tickets' with your 
contact details to: megan@wiredcommunication.co.za 
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Woodworking 

Association 

news 


spring show will take place on the 
3 September 2016 at the Northfield 
Methodist Church (Corner Aerodrome 
Ave and Webb Str) from gam - 5pm 
Safe parking on the church grounds, 
entrance on Hurricane Ave (GPS 
Coordinates: 26 09' 5972 S, 

28 18'48.93 E) 


H 

For more information |- 




Tel: Mark Lemmer on 082-775-6631 


will take place 
on Saturday 1 October 2016 at the 
New Hope School,from 8am-2pm. 

See furniture and turned items, as 
well as demonstrations and tools and 
equipment for sale.The New Hope 
School is for children with special 
needs. 


R 

For more information 1- 



Visit: www.ptawoodworkers.com 



Tel: 082-410-8360 


is set 

to take place on 10 September at the 
Albertskroon training centre.There will 
be two competitions and members 
are invited to make a milking stool 
at home and an egg cup that can be 
made in a few minutes. Steven Barrett 
will demonstrate the making of an 
egg cup at the September turner's 
meeting, so you can see how easy 
it is and practise making one in the 
meantime. 


For more informatioiTl 

Visit: www.wwa.org.za 
Tel: 083-457-4801 


HOMEMAKERSexpO 




Inspire, create and innovate your 
dream home with help from 
this year's Cape Homemakers 
Expo. The show takes place at 
the Cape Town International 
Convention Centre from 15-18 
September. You will find up-to- 
the-minute kitchens, state-of-the- 
art appliances, on-trend DIY and 
beautiful interior and decor ideas 
all under one roof 

Cape Town 
International 
Convention Centre, 
Cape Town 
15-18 September 
Thursday-Saturday: 
ioam-8pm; Sunday: 
ioam-6pm 

Adults R80, pensioners 
R70, children under 12 
free (tickets available 
from Webtickets and at 
the door) 



For more information 


Visit: www.homemakersonline.co.za 


WIN tickets! 


Stand in line to win one of 20 double (40) 
tickets to the Cape Homemakers Expo, valued 
at R80 each! 

To enter simply send an email with the subject 
line 'Cape Homemakers tickets' to 
info@purplepine.co.za. The first 20 to enter 
will win double tickets. 



Laser calibration 
and repair 


Bosch opened its first dedicated calibration 
centre in South Africa in August. It is located 
within the existing Bosch Service Centre on 
35 Roper Street in Johannesburg. 

The following Bosch products can be 
calibrated: 

• Line and point lasers. 

• Optical levels. 

• Rotating lasers and receivers. 


For more information 


Visit: www.bosch.co.za 
Tel: 011-314-7711 


THE HOME HANDYMAN | SEPTEMBER 2016 | 


























































II ASK OUR EXPERTS Our panel of experts answer your questions on DIY problems 


A leaky roof 


Avinash Singh, by email 

Ed replies: The best way to prevent 
this is to install damp-proof course 
(DPC) under the roof tiles. There are 
ways to seal them from above, but 
it will be more costly and labour 
intensive. If you can access the roof 
cavity, I would recommend DPC. 

It must be tacked onto the rafters 
supporting the tiles. 




Ilhaam Waja, Facebook 

Sales and marketing director at A.Shak 
Cindy Engels replies: Firstly, to get a 
seam free waterproofing between three 
different types of materials,you will have 
to use a joint sealant. The expansion and 
contraction of all these materials, especially 
when exposed to heat and moisture, will 
vary causing cracks at the joints where the 
different materials meet. 

You don't mention whetheryou will be 
tiling or just plastering the walls. I suggest 
that you plaster the ceiling as well as all 


the walls. Aflexible joint sealer used at all 
the joints where the different materials 
meet will help to limit movement of the 
materials. I suggest a two barrier system 
because of the probability of cracking. 
Firstly paint a slurry coat of two parts 
cement mixed with one part TileLoc onto 
the raw surfaces. Apply two coats of this 
slurry are advisable, with the first coat 
applied horizontally and the second coat 
vertically. Plaster as normal over this slurry. 

Once the plaster has properly dried, paint 
two coats of AquaLoc over the surface. This 
is a very flexible waterproofer and will fill 
up any hairline cracks that may develop. 

If the walls are to be tiled, add TileLoc to 
the tile adhesive for better bonding to the 
AquaLoc. As for the wooden floor, I would 
be reluctant to tile or screed directly over it 
as there will be a lot of movement, which 
could possibly cause major cracking and 
therefore it would not be waterproof A 
marine sealer painted onto the timber 
could work, but this is definitely not my 
area of expertise. 

For more information~| - 

Visit www.ashak.co.za 

Tel: 011-822-2320 
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I need some advice on repairing wood flooring. The floor is 
the standard 6” pine flooring. It became floppy and sagged at 
the entrance of the kitchen. I suspect that the beams below 
the flooring need to be replaced as well, which I have no 
problem with. What I am not sure of is whether the new 
flooring can be replaced and then reach a stage where 
the tongue and groove of the last plank will not 'click'. 

This will leave the new section unstable at the 'last' 
joint. If I were small enough to crawl under the floor, I 
could put stiffeners between the last two planks which 
will steady the unit. I hope you can assist. 

Butch Davies, by email 


X, 


\ 




i, Vr:' I . 






Wooden floor specialist Tony Mendes from Tree-Mendes replies: 

There are numerous reasons why this could be happening, 
which cannot be ascertained without a proper site inspection. 




Some possible reasons for a floor sagging include: 

• Moisture, which has damaged the under structure. 

• Termite damage. 

• An old floor that has reached its sell-by date 




It is usual for an entrance to any room, if it accessed from an 
outside area, to be a high traffic area.Therefore, in time the 
floors could become damaged and will need replacing.To 
solve the problem, we suggest that a few boards be lifted to 
first assess the exact cause of the damage. If it's a moisture 
problem, this will have to be solved first to avoid it reoccurring. 








If the under structure is just old, then it can be 
replaced in this area only. If the old floorboards 
are in good order, they can be reinstalled, so 
that you have the same thickness flooring right 
through the area. However, in many instances, 
this is not possible and new floorboards need 
to be purchased. If they are a standard pine 
floorboard, then they will be easy to purchase; if 
not, a wood merchant can be approached to cut 
new boards to the exact spec as the old ones. 


CAPSULE ”1^ 

TASK UGMT ^' 


Winning query 


This area will have to then be sanded and sealed. 

However, there is one more very important factor 
to consider: How good is the actual wood on top? Is there 
enough wood to sand the timber down almost to the tongue 
and grove system? 




This month's winning query comes from Butch 
Davies who wins a Tork Craft Capsule Task Light 
from Vermont Sales 


For more information 


Email: treemendes@mweb.co.za 
Tel: 083-325-6086 


P 


. ■ 
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I IHOME SECURITYI 



Don't leave security 
another day 

Assess security threats and security features 
at your property and fix, enhance or upgrade 
these no matter how small or unimportant 
they seem 


By Gareth Greathead 
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Security auditing 



Smart home security systems allov\^^^^pB 
you to view your property w hile not 
home 

Location and risk 


CCTV cameras act as a visual deterrent 
and can monitor entry points 


The location in relation to structures 
nearby or surrounding it 


Electric fences offer 
early detection and • 

are often linked J 

to armed security 
services 

I 


I 





The use of the property partly as a 
commercial venue increases its risk profile 



Note 


There is an increase in incidents of 
armed robberies in residential areas 
between 10am and 2pm. This is a new 
trend directly related to the increase in 
drug related crimes. 
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flHOME SECURITYI 


Members of a townhouse complex or 
small community can to join an armed 
response company as a group, reducing 
costs per unit and improving security of 
the entire complex 


Floodlights with 
motion sensors 
are a cheap 
and effective 
deterrent 


Note 


Perimeter security and 
intruder detection 


Community security 


During and directly after building 
operations there will be an increased risk 
to the property 
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Don’t drill - 
use High Tack 


Internal security 


If affordable, an alarm 
system should be 
installed with internal % 
and external beams or 
passive infrared sensors 
(PIRs). Marcel says/'Relying 
on detection inside the home 
is risky as it is only when motion is 
detected that you'll be alerted.This 
means that the confrontation with 
armed elements is increased." PIR un 
must be positioned correctly to ensu 
the largest coverage possible. 



its 

re 






IMOL6 



A deadbolt or multipoint lock provides 
an additional locking function and helps 
prevent crowbarring or bashing 
down of doors. 


Exterior doors should always be solid 
wood instead of the hollow core doors 
used for interior doors in bathrooms.Two 
lever mortice locks should only be used 
for interior doors - people often purchase 
these as they are cheaper than more 
secure locks. Clint says,"Keys for two lever 
locks are easily available from retail outlets 
and there are not many different kinds 
of keys, meaning burglars can gather a 
collection of these. A three or four lever 
mortice lock is a much more secure option. 


Alternatively, it is best to choose a cylinder 
lock as keys have to be cut at a locksmith 
to be duplicated." 


Burglar bars are present on most South 
African homes and the anchoring points 
for these are of utmost importance. In 
many cases, Rawl bolts are used due to the 
strength of the fastener. "Bolt heads are 
left exposed and can be easily removed 
with a ratchet.To solve this, make sure the 



High Tack 

Den Braven High Tack 
instantly adheres weights 
of up to 20kg. No need 
to drill holes in tiles and 
concrete for fixtures 
like a bathroom cabinet, 
toothbrush, soap and toilet 
roll holder. 

Use on tiles, cladding, 
splash backs, countertops, 
glass, porcelain, stainless 
steel, and wood for a 
weight bearing and 
permanent fixing. 


Filling a gap? 
Use PU-Foam 



PU-Foam 

Den Braven PU-Foam is 
a dense celled expansion 
bam, ideal for filling 
Thints between walls, 
ceilings, floors and cavities 
between brickwork 
and insulating pipeline 
mountings, windows and 
door frames. 

It can be cut, once cured, 
plastered over and then 
painted. Always read the 
instructions on the canister 
and wear the protective 
gloves, which are included 
in the canister packaging, 
when working with 
PU Foam. 



Den Braven Sealants 

Available from hardware stores 
nationwide 

www.denbraven.co.za 
or call us on 011 792 3830 


Please contact us for further product, 
technical information and technical assistance 
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I HOME SECURITYI 





Note 


Criminal trends/ 
tendencies 


Install stand-alone smoke 
detectors to alert you in the 
event of a fire 


Fire safety 

Fire safety and security are inseparable and 
work together in keeping those inside safe. 


• Everyone in the home must have access to keys and clear access to multiple 
doors as there may be limited time to escape in the event of a fire. 

• Install stand-alone smoke detectors in bedrooms and lounge areas to alert you 
of a fire. 

• Plugs should not be overloaded with too many appliances connected, as this 
creates a fire hazard. 

• A fire extinguisher and/or fire blankets should be available to residents. 

• A first aid box should be at hand to deal with medical emergencies. 

• Chemicals and poisons should be stored in a locked away area. 

• Ensure gas systems are safely installed and that a Certificate of Compliance is 
issued after installation. 

• Gas systems in close proximity to electrical wires can pose a serious fire risk. 

• Install gas detection devices. 


Criminal trends highlighted 
by the SAPS 


Security gates 


Burglar bars and security gates are 
critical elements and should be rust 
proofed and painted. 
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Recommendations made during 
the security audit of a home 


The design of this wall makes it a step ladder and no effort has 
been made to increase perimeter security with electric fencing 
or alternate defence. Note that the contractors next door have a 
clear view of what is going on inside the premises. Also a potential 
intruder can easily hide behind the shrubs at the entrance 



Sliding doors are not the most 
secure option and must be backed 
up with a security gate. While 
there is a security gate fitted here 
the door handle has come lose 
and can be easily opened from 
the outside 


Ideally large windows 
should be protected with 
burglar bars. These burglar 
bars are only secured 
on the sides, so they are 
vulnerable to being forced/ 
twisted open 




Double security gates must be properly 
anchored into the ground or they may be 
easily wedged apart, breaking the lock 


Existing security checklist 

• Ensure that existing gate motors 
are functional. 

• Check that external security 
lights are working and replace if 
necessary. 

• Test that the alarm system is in 
good working order and that it is 
set up correctly for Tull/Away and 
'Home/Stay arming. 

• Make sure that fixed and mobile 
panic buttons are all working. 



Guard against areas that may be used as a 
hiding place for intruders 


If latches are fitted on the incorrect side it 
becomes easy to unscrew or drill out the 
pop rivets 



The hinge pin on this door is coming 
out, making it easy to remove the 
entire door 



Security gates must be properly fitted 
in order to be effective. The space 
in-between these gates makes it 
vulnerable to crow barring 
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Sliding 

control 



By Gareth Greathead 


Gate motors are not only convenient but 
also an important security upgrade 


Safety 


Gate inspection 


Gate checklist 

• Ensure the gate is moving freely. 

• Determine the weight of the gate. 

• Measure the force required to 
open and close the gate. 

• Check the positioning of the 
brackets. 
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Selecting a motor 

Installing too small a motor will cause the 
gate to creep slowly and it may burn out 
over time. The weight of the gate needs to 
be approximated and the force required to 
open the gate measured; the specifications 
of gate motors are rated according to these 
parameters. 



A Check that the guide runner wheels are 
aligned with the gate 



A Make sure the gate slots fully into the end 
catch bracket and that the gate cannot be lifted 
when closed 


Guide runner wheels 

The guide wheels should run smoothly 
without the possibility of catching on any 
part of the gate. Firstly the guide wheel 
bracket needs to be correctly positioned 
and aligned with the gate so that it cannot 
fall over. Secondly it should be positioned in 
a way that prevents it being lifted from the 
rails when closed. An anti-lift bracket can be 
added to the upper portion of the gate so 
that when the gate is closed, it aligns with 
the guide wheel bracket.This should be set 
so that the gate cannot be lifted more than 
5mm when closed. 

End catch bracket and 
end stop 

Without a reliable start and stop point, 
the gate limits will change, resulting in 
the gate motor working unreliably as it 


attempts to self-adjust.This may result in 
a gate not opening or closing fully. On the 
opening' side, an end catch bracket is fitted, 
providing a stop point and the gate must 
slot into this at closing. It is also there to 
prevent the front of the gate from being 
lifted from the rail and to prevent the gate 
from running off the rails when closing. 

The end stop provides an end point and 
prevents the gate from running off the 
rails when opening. An end stop may be 
welded to the rail so that it contacts the 
rollers at the fully open position.The end 
stop can also be added to the wall, fence 
or even the pavement. 


Front View 


Direction to open 



pGSt #1 Wheel 


Chain 


\ 


\ 


Side Rollers 


Post#2 Gate Operator 

(optional}^ 


Post#3 



Top View 


A The end stop provides 
a stop point for the gate 
when opened 



















































































I I SECURITY I 


Rolling stock 


Rack 


Extension bracket 


Install your own motor 

Wiring 



% 


Be aware that criminals use tape to 
block the connection between the 
infrared beams when the gate is in the 
closed position. This will cause the gate 
to remain open once you have entered 
the property. 


Note! 


Ensure that the wiring for the gate motor is 
installed according to specification 



Decide on a method of securing the base plate 
to the plinth 



Consider your wiring before securing the base plate 
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Fasten the mounting bolts through the The nylon Raz rack must be fitted and meshed 

underneath of the base plate before fitment with the pinion drive gear on the motor 




Fitting racks 


Terminate the wiring and complete setup of 
the gate parameters 


The pinion on the gate motor 


Setup 





Anti-theft bracket 

There is a growing trend for burglars 
to remove the entire motor in an 
attempt to gain access to your 
property. In some instances, only 
the gate motor is stolen as it has 
considerable value and is easily 
resalable. 
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Regularly maintaining 
your gardening tools will 
ensure that are always 
in good condition and 
ready for use 

Powering up 


Fuel-powered tools 
Empty the tank 


By Gareth Greathead 
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provide the spark needed for 
ignition. A faulty spark plug may cause 
difficulty starting the machine or cause 
it to run roughly. Disconnect the spark 
plug wire and use a spark plug spanner to 
remove the plug.This step also releases 
the air lock in the block, allowing the oil 
to drain from the sump quicker when 
removed. Assess the plug's condition by 
looking at the amount of carbon build-up 
and replace if necessary. 



will result in smoother 
operation and a longer life for the machine. 
Consult your user's manual to ensure 
that you purchase the correct oil for your 
machine. Loosen the drain bolt at the 
bottom of the engine and drain the oil. 

It is important to take used motor oil 
to a designated ROSE foundation 
collection point. 

will cause rough idling 
and may increase fuel consumption.These 
may need to be replaced, but some are 
designed be cleaned. Use an air compressor 


to blow dust out of the paper filter from 
the inside (outlet) of the filter. 

can normally be cleaned in 
warm, soapy water and air dried. Before 
replacing, coat the filter lightly with air 
filter oil from a lawnmower repair centre or 
hobby shop. Add a few drops of this oil onto 
the filter and place it in a plastic Ziplock 
bag to work the filter oil into the foam. 

can be used directly 
with four-stroke fuel engines. Some two- 
stroke engines have a separate tank that 
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A Your hosepipe will spring leaks and 
become brittle if not packed away properly 


Electric and battery-powered tools Hand tools 


Starting petrol-powered engines 


Hosepipe 
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DECOR 1 1 



Difficulty: Beginner 
^ Estimated cost: ±R50 

Estimated time: 15 minutes 


Make a 
terrarium 


Replant and you’re done 
Step 2 

steps 


Put that empty vase to good 
use and spruce up your interior 
decor in three easy steps 

By Gareth Greathead 


Tools & materials 


• Vase or trifle bowl 

• Coke bottle cut in half 

• Potting soil 

• White clay pebbles 


Step-by-step guide 

Step 1 


Fill your vase with potting soil and arrange the 
clay pebbles around the sides 


Project guide 
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rid plants 


Physiology and origin 


Water-saving plants don't just 
help the environment, they're 
fashionable too 

By Gareth Greathead 


Cacti can be used 
as decor items 
kept in prism 
terrariums 
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o 


Caryophy Hales 


Pachycereus pringlei, 
Blossfeldia 

HHputana- 


(Carnegiea gigantea) 


Watering 



Cacti with thinner, more slender leaves 
will store less water and require more 
regular watering. 


Potting 


For a softer look, plant cacti 
in a hanging glass globe 


When potting a cactus use a 
potting soil designed for semi-arid 
plants, if possible . * 
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I I GARDENING I 


Cacti for the garden 

(Euphorbia spp.) is 

indigenous to South Africa and while 
not technically a cactus, it is about the 
closest thing we have to an indigenous 
cactus. It can be found naturally 
throughout KwaZulu-Natal, Swaziland, 
Limpopo, Gauteng, North West, 
Mozambique, Zimbabwe and further into 
tropical Africa. 

This plant is easy to grow and makes a 
wonderful addition to a succulent garden 
or rockery. It does best in full sun and 
needs very little water, so can therefore 
withstand periods of drought. Note: 

The latex of this tree is extremely toxic 
and can cause severe skin irritations, 
blindness and severe illness to humans 
and animals if swallowed. Some say that 
cattle driven through these plants can be 
so severely affected that they have to be 
put down. At the same time, it is said to 
be used by theVenda and Sotho people 
as a cure for cancer. Locals also use the 
branches as a form offish poison in 
South Africa and Zimbabwe. 

Ironically, the queen of the night or 
Peruvian apple cactus (Cereus jamacaru) 
is sometimes confused with the 
indigenous naboom as it also has 
succulent stems and lateral ribs.The 
queen of the night is one of the only 
cacti to be classified as a Category i 
weed under the Conservation of Natural 
Resources Act in South Africa, which 
means that you are obliged by law to 
control the plant by means of eradication 
where possible.The distinguishing factor 
is that the naboom has a more distinct 
main stem.The stems are also more 
deeply indented, the spines occur in pairs, 
the flowers are small and inconspicuous 
and the plant exudes a toxic, milky white 
latex when wounded. “While there aren't 
many species of cactus that have become 
a problem locally, plants are added to the 
list from time to time. To find out more 
about the status of any plant, visit 
www.SANBLorg.za'' 



is a very large cactus with a rightfully 
earned name.The branches look like outstretched arms 
and it is a good plant for a corner of the garden. 


(Cereus 

tetragon us) grows in 
towers, with some 
branches shorter than 
others. It is a good plant 
to use a decorative 
security fence, but it can 
also be potted. 
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Cacti for indoors 



Beaver-tail or prickly pear cactus 

Opuntia basilaris) 
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Tools & materials 


Step-by-step guide 

: In order to make a cast you need 
a mould, and this is where you can be 
creative. I used a plastic tub to get the 
desired shape and a bath mat to create a 
pattern on top of the stone. The bath mat 
was cut to size and placed at the bottom of 
the tub in preparation. 

Since making my stepping stones, I have 
concluded that it would have been easier 
to laydown profiled half round strips 
around the circumference of the tub. 

This shape would have been transferred 
onto the edges of the stepping stones, 
creating a more stylish look. I think this 
simple technique is better and reduces the 
possibility of patterns moving out of place 
when pouring. 


Bag of cement 
Building sand 
Trowel 
Spade 

Wheelbarrow 
Fresh water 


When mixing smaller quantities of cement, 
it's easier to use a wheelbarrow. I used a 
smaller spade and loaded it with heaps of 


-A. 
















We used a bath mat to create a pattern on top of the stone 


Project guide f 

• Difficulty: Intermediate 
^ Estimated cost: ±R300 
^ Estimated time: 2 hours 


Cast your own concrete 
stepping stones in any 
shape and add countless 
patterns 


By Gareth Greathead 


: Concrete has to be mixed according 
to the mixing ratios indicated on the bag 
of cement you're using. Different ratios 
are used for mortar as opposed to cast 
concrete, for example. In this instance, the 
ratio was one part cement to two parts 
building sand. 
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step 4 




The concrete we used had to be mixed with Your mould must be coated with a release Step 5 

two parts building sand agent before pouring 




Work the cement into the mould and smooth 
the top with a trowel 


Mix the dry materials together before adding 
water to the hole made in the middle 


steps 


A wheelbarrow comes in handy when mixing a 
small amount of cement 





Cement sponsored by Sephaku Cement 



Leave the stepping stone in the mould for four 
days to allow it to dry before removing it 



FAST STRONG CONFIDENT 

^Sephaku 52,5N only available in bulk Call us on 0861 32 42 52 www.sephakucement.co.za f 
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Readers share their time-saving, space-saving 
or innovative ideas 


Make an easy jig to cut wooden wheels on your 
table saw: 

Step 1 : Make a sled that fits your saw. I used 
chipboard and hard wood for the runner. 




Step 2 : Drill a pilot hole in the board so that a r u ^ 

4.5mm machine screw will fit tightly through ^ ^ 

the bottom of the sled. It must be countersunk I jf 

so that the screw head does not protrude from /§ ^ 

the surface. The thickness of the screw used will gg * 

depend on your choice of the axle for the wheel. ^ 

Step 3 : The distance between the cutting edge 
and the spindle is half the diameter of the 

wheel. Different holes Make a sled Insert a countersink machine 

can be made for different size wheels. screw from below 

Step 4 : Draw a circle using a compass to give you 

an idea of where the centre of the wheel will be and how the wheels will fit on your sled. 

Step 5 : Drill a 5mm hole in the centre of the block of wood and place it on your sled. Cut 

the wood little by little, rotating it ^ 

around the spindle. 



With a little patience,you can make a 
perfectly round wheel. The smaller the 
wheel, the more careful you must be 
not to cut your fingers. I do the rough 
cutting on the table saw and finishing 
on the lathe with sandpaper. 


Drill a pilot hole in a block of wood 
and screw it onto the sled 


Completed project 


Chris Erasmus, De Dooms 



Let me start by saying that I really enjoy The Home Handyman. Here is 
something for'Bright Ideas': Every now and then I need just a few drops 
of water such as when drilling metal or moistening wood fillers. The tap 
is at the back of the workshop, which means I have to go through a door 
and a locked gate to fetch a few drops - an unnecessary hassle. A handy 
solution is to always have water ready in a little plastic bottle with a tiny 
hole. The water does not evaporate, so it will be available for a long time. 
Another advantage is that it does not spill if you knock it over. It is always 
ready for use. 

Chris Erasmus, De Dooms 
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Solar bricks illuminate 
dark areas of your 
driveway, garden or 
path for both practical 
and decorative purposes 

By Aarifah Nosarka 





Solar bricks 



Solar lights do not have a high light 
output. The brightness of solar lights is 
determined by the wattage and quality 
of individual lights. 



Types of lighting 

• Ambient lighting provides overall 
lighting and sets the mood in the 
space it lights up, just as the name 
suggests. 

• Accent lighting is more for 
decorative purposes and is used 
to highlight various features. 

This type of lighting works hand 
in hand with ambient lighting to 
reinforce a particular style. 


Installation 
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Make a handy 
three-tier shelf 


V 


Estimated time: ±7 hours 


Take care of some of your storage needs at home by 

making this versatile three-tier shelf with a wooden box By Aarifah Nosarka 
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he Home Handyman's 


Component specifications 



Tools & materials 


• Two Im-long M8 threaded rods 

• Fourteen M8 nuts 

• Two 25mm butt hinges 

• Eight 3 x 12mm chipboard screws 
for hinges 

• Three 32mm cup hooks 

• Chalk paint (colour of choice) 

• Chalk paint (clear wax) 

• Mitre saw 

• Pocket hole jig 

• Drill bits: 8mm brad point and 
12mm spade bit 

• Drill 

• Ruler 

• Pencil 



Cutting list 


We used 20mm-thick pine for this 
project. We started with two lengths of 
pine - one was 1.8m x 140mm for the 
top and bottom shelves, and the other 
was 1.8m x 100mm for the top bracket, 
box sides and box ends. 


Use the 1.8m x 100mm x 20mm 

to cut: 

• One top bracket: 576mm x 100mm x 
20mm (part A) 

• Four 200mm x 100mm x 20mm 
pieces for the box sides and lid 
(part F) 

• Two box ends: 80mm x 80mm x 
20mm (part G) 

Use the 1.8m x 140mm x 20mm 

to cut: 

• One top shelf: 600mm x 140mm x 
20mm (part B) 

• Two bottom shelves: 332mm x 
140mm X 20mm (part C) 



Step-by-step guide 

Step 1: Use a mitre saw to cross-cut each 
length of wood 


Mitre saw safety 

• Keep your fingers a few 
centimetres away from the path 
of the blade. There are saws with 
visible lines that indicate danger 
zones. 

• Always wear safety glasses and ear 
protection when operating a saw. 

• Never reach under the blade while 
it is spinning. 
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Step 2: Mark all the pieces of wood for 
drilling holes 



If you use a drill stand with an electric 
drill, add a fence jig for drilling 
accuracy. The fence jig will assist in 
drilling the 8mm hole in the same 
place on the opposite end of every 
shelf and on the bracket. 





Tip 



Placing a nut over the threaded rod 
before cutting and removing it will 
help to fbc threads that may have been 
damaged. 



Drill pocket holes to secure the lengths 


1/4 
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Tip 


Pocket holes can be plugged using 
paint grade plugs. 


Before gluing or attaching the pieces, play 
around with each length to see exactly 
how your box will fit together. Do this by 
laying down one length of wood to form 
the bottom part of the box. Place another 
length in front of the bottom part and 
another behind. Fit parts G on the sides 
to complete formation of the box. 

Use wood glue and clamps to secure 
the box. n 

Drill two pocket holes through each of 
the box sides, one securing the back 
piece and the other securing the front. 

For additional stability, drill pocket 
holes and insert screws to the inside of 


the box which connects the back length 
of the box to the bottom length. 

Attach the box lid by adding two 25mm 
hinges. Measure 25mm from the left and 
right side and insert the hinges, followed 
by 3.0 X 12mm screws to secure and 
enable opening and closing of the lid. 


Sand all the lengths for a smooth finish; 
first with 80-grit (medium) and then 
120-grit (fine) sandpaper. 

Insert two of the 270mm threaded rods 
through the left side front and back 
holes, and secure with nuts. Add the last 
two 270mm rods through the centre 
front and back holes.These rods will run 
through and secure the top shelf (B) and 
both C parts. Place the two 150mm rods 
through the holes on the far right side. 

Fit three cup hooks underneath the short 
shelf by piercing and threading each into 
the wood by hand.These hooks can be 
used to hang keys or clothing, depending 
on what you want to use your shelf for. 


My idea of a perfect finishing touch 
for this project was to apply Annie 
Sloan's Paris Grey chalk paint, which 



Tip 


Secure nuts to the ends of the threaded 
rods using a 13mm combination spanner. 



If you want to create a distressed look, 
do this after applying the clear wax. Rub 
a medium-grade piece of sandpaper or 
sanding block across the sections that 
would naturally be distressed, such as 
edges, corners and tops. Wipe using a 
damp cloth and your distressed piece is 
complete. 




complements the colour of the rods that 
hold together the shelves. 

Ensure your tin of paint is mixed properly. 
Start by painting one section at a time. 
Leave the first coat to dry before applying 
a second coat. For optimum results, 
ensure the final strokes are painted in the 
direction of the wood grain. 

Apply clear paint wax to seal the paint. 
The wax not only seals but protects 
the piece. 
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Oak trees are distinctive due to their 
impressive size, which allows them to 



w(do 

minate lands 

scapes i] 
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White oak 


Uses 


Ouercus alba 
Quercus robur 



A Barrels are often made 
from American white oak 



Properties 


Categories 


Red oak 


Some oak facts 

• In the year 2004, the oak was 
officially declared as the National 
Tree of the United States of 
America, symbolising the nation's 
strength. 

• Oak trees start producing acorns 
after 20 years. Some trees take 
up to 50 years to produce the first 
crop. Yearly production of acorns 
in a mature tree may reach around 
2 200 acorns per year. 

• Oak wood chips are used for 
smoking fish, meat, cheese and 
other foods. The oak bark is rich 
in tannin and is used for tanning 
leather. 

• The white oak is known for the 
medicinal properties found in 
the bark of the tree. Dried bark is 
used to prepare several medical 
formulations. 

• Professional drums were made 
from Japanese oak by Yamaha 
Drums. These drums produce a 
brighter and louder tone compared 
to regular drums because of the 
rough, hard surface of the oak. "$<: 
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Woodworking 
for all 

Proud father and avid DIY woodworker, Peter Alkema 
is determined to grow the hobby 


By Gareth Greathead 
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DIY - don't buy 




the father of 
who are 


The bunk bed Peter made 


/ The children enjoy 

/ getting involved 


in DIY 


Skills development 


South Africa's first bookazine 
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Get a grip on 
files and rasps 


Familiarise yourself with these 
frequently used finishing tools 


By Aarifah Nosarka 



Distinctions between files 
and rasps 

Files 


Face: 


Edge: 


The parts of a file 
Tang: 

Tipi I-1 


Consider the file size and grade of its cut 
in relation to the amount of material you 
want to remove and fineness you desire. 



Point: 


Types of files 
Single-cut files: 
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a. 




Saiety tip! 


Never use a file without a tight-fitting 
handle as it can result in serious injury. 


smooth finish. When working with this type 
of file,you need to apply light pressure. 


Three filing techniques 


Double-cut files: These have two sets of 
diagonal rows of teeth and are used for 
more aggressive filing, smoothing wood, 
shaping or rust removal on metal.The first 
set of teeth is known as the overcut, while 
the second is called the upcut and is finer 
than the overcut. Apply heavier pressure 
when using this type of file, which removes 
material faster than single-cut files. 

Rasps 

These have individually raised teeth placed 
in various patterns along the rasp body. 
Random placing of the teeth provides a 
rougher, faster cut. The primary use of a 
rasp is the quick removal of stock. 

There are rasp classifications known as 
wood, cabinet and horse rasps, as well as 
combinations known as a shoe rasps and 
wood craft rasps. 


Draw filing 

A technique used with single-cut files. Both hands are used to hold the file at 
each of the ends while pushing and drawing the file across the 


workpiece. 


Cross filing 

Involves pushing the file lengthwise, 
straight ahead or slightly diagonally 
across the workpiece, and is 
implemented when finishing, 
shaping or sharpening materials. 





* » 
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) Double-cut files 


Lathe filing 

Stroking the file against work 
done, using a lathe. The file 
is held at an angle to the 
right and moved with a slow 
sliding motion from left to 
right. This technique is used 
to shape, polish or finish 
cylindrical objects. 


have' two sets of \ K ^ 
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flat 

SMOOTH 


PLAT 

SND CUT 


File and rasp grades 

Coarseness is determined by how rough or 
smooth the face of the hand tool is. The grades 
below are broken down from finest to coarsest. 

Files 

• Smooth cut (fine grade). 

• Second or medium cut (slightly smoother 
finish). 

• Bastard cut (coarsest grade). 

Rasps 

• Bastard cut (unlike with files, the rasp bastard 
cut is the finest grade). 

• Cabinet cut (also known as medium). 

• Wood cut. 


Using a rasp 

When using a rasp, hold the handle in your 
dominant hand and the tip of the tool with 
your other hand. While pushing the rasp 
along the area you are shaping, ensure that 
you push forwards instead of downwards. 


Rasps have individually 



raised teeth in various 
patterns ” . 


A simple way to figure out which 
direction to push the rasp when shaping 
curves is by aligning the board so the 
grain runs horizontally. Now implement 
a downhill push in relation to the curve. 
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Win a Bakkie Competition! 



SMS or enter online and stand a chance to win! 


Ask a SlEcky Oi^estbn.,, OBiJG 222 40Q 
Iheranofiv^ucsnlrusif, ■ wwvi'.^fcolih.&m 


Simply buy any Alcolin product and SJVIS the last 
6 digits of the barcode, your full name, store 
name and province to 41897 or enter online 
atwww.alcoiin.com 


.SMS's charged at R1.60 each. Competition 
closes on 30 November 2016. Winner will 
be selected randomly and notified by 
02 December 2016. T^C's apply 
{s&& ohrrrie for d&iailc). 


KEEP YOUH TILL SLIP AS PROOF OF 
PUnCHASE (ONLY ONE ENTRY PER TILL SL]P|. 
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Solid design 

Rustic furniture design is all the rage in 
modern households, and this table is near 
indestructible too By Gareth Greathead 



Greg helped Candida cut the wood to size 
using a table saw 


Method 

Step 1 


The design of the table works on the principle 
of building up the surface of the table by 
adding layers 


Each layer was attached to the next with glue, 
screws and nails 
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Tools & materials 


Pocket hole jig 

Pneumatic nailer and compressor 
Sash clamps 


Difficulty: Easy 


Project guide 


r$ Estimated cost: ±R300 
Estimated time: Two days 


Step 2 


From 100mm x 35mm pine planks, 
cut: 

• Eight 1 200mm pieces 

• Eight 500mm pieces 

• Eight 600mm pieces 


Each layer was attached to the next with glue 
and the insertion of screws and nails 


Cutting list 
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In this image you can see how the alternating design leaves a gap in 
between the surface of the table 


Keep adding layers until you achieve the 
desired width 


: With your first layer assembled, it's 
time to insert the first pair of longer'legs'onto 
each side of the U-shape.This will leave a gap 
in the tabletop at each alternate U-shaped 
assembly. As was the case with prior projects, 
more than one fixing was used to keep the 
pieces together. Firstly, glue was applied to 
the leg portion of the U-shaped assembly. 

After that, screws and nails were used to 
clamp the pieces together. Candida 
says her favourite tool is the 
cordless drill driver, and 
it was at this stage 
that Greg had to 
confiscate it from 
her hands for 
obvious reasons. 


': Since the project needed two days 
to complete, Candida had some time 
to think about the finish she wanted to 
produce. First, she thought paint would 
be the best option as there were some 
regulatory stamps as well as a few holes 
that needed to be filled. After some more 
sanding of the surfaces, Candida decided 
to apply a specialty wax which brought out 
the cross-grain as well as the knots. 


: From there it's 
a case of assembling, 
gluing, screwing and 
nailing each layer to build 
up the width of the table. 

After all the layers are in place, 
clamp the entire table together 
using sash clamps. 


As an added bonus, 
the table can also be 
used as an ottoman 
or even a bench in 
the lounge 



After all the layers were assembled, they were clamped overnight to the allow the glue to dry 
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Collection 


The 1X0 is much more than an 
unbelievably practical cordless 
srewdriver. Its five different 
adapters enable it to open 
^ wine bottles, blod charcoal 

mill spices, cut fabrics, 
and much more. 


Increase the possibilities of the 1X0 with individually available 
attachments. For great fun with unusual and everyday tasks. 

Find even more great 1X0 moments at www.bosch-ixo.com. 



BOSCH 

Invented for life 



www.bosch-do-it.com 
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A hatstand is not only 
functional, but is also an 
attractive decor addition 
to an entrance hall, 
especially if you can say 
you made it yourself! 
Clifford Roberts and 
Andries Eygelaar show 
you how 


T he hatstand is a classic piece of 

furniture and makes an eye-catching 
centrepiece for storing hats, coats 
and umbrellas compared to a simple 
mounted hook on a wall or behind a door. 
Classic designs make use of bentwood, 
but a simple search on Google will reveal 
a variety of methods that are equally 
successful. 

We used what we had: Pine planks 
laminated and turned on our lathe for 
the trunk, old, second-hand steel hooks 
salvaged from a discarded coat rack and 
various offcuts for the feet and umbrella 
ring.This is a fairly simple project, and there 
are a few shortcuts and tips that can mean 
the difference between easy and difficult 
assembly. 


^ Cj 




Tools 

-1 


0 

j 

Drill and bits, including a 25mm 



Forstner and 12mm router bit 



Jigsaw and circular saw 




Pencil and square ruler 




Tape measure 




G-clamps 




Wood screws 




Cold wood glue 




Sandpaper 




Woodturning lathe and chisels 



Spring bow callipers 
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Step-by-step guide 

: We began by drawing a basic, life- 
size plan of the hatstand on a sheet of 
polystyrene. We found two important 
considerations in this kind of design. The 
first relates to stability: A hatstand can 
become top-heavy when fully laden; the 
height and number and size of feet are 
therefore important. Secondly, the length of 
coats and umbrellas will guide you to your 
preferred height for this design. 

Our trunk measures i 900mm top to toe 
and comprises planks of SA pine that 
we laminated using cold wood glue and 
G-clamps to achieve dimensions of 60 x 
60mm. Our wood was not long enough, 
so we had to assemble in sections using a 
single 25mm drill and dowel joint. Using a 
lathe and Forstner bit to create this joint 
makes for a true fit. 



Begin with a plan. We had to laminate planks 
to get the right thickness 


Once the feet are cut, locate and mark the 
position where they will meet the trunk. 

Use a circular saw to cut a izmm-wide 
tenon on each foot.Then, fix the 12mm 
router bit to your lathe and carve the 
mortise that will receive it. 

We found it extremely helpful to cut a 
decorative hole at the end of the foot 
nearest to the trunk. Your design may not 
need it, but the hole provided us with a 
gripping point for the G-clamp when gluing 
the feet to the trunk and temporarily 
holding them in place. 

:To prepare the trunk, fix it to the 
lathe and turn according to your chosen 
design. Measure your progress with spring 
bow callipers. The trunk of our hatstand 
was almost entirely round except for the 




We used a 12mm router bit on our lathe to prepare the tenon at the base of the trunk to take the 
mortise of each foot 


: For the base feet, we began by 
creating a freehand drawn template and 
transferring the design onto timber planks. 
The feet measured 24mm wide and 250mm 
in total length. If you follow our assembly, 
remember to include enough length on 
each foot to be attached to the trunk in a 
mortise and tenon joint. Our hatstand has 
four feet. 


A hatstand can 
become top-heavy 
when fully laden, 
therefore the size of 
the feet is important 
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1 1 WOODWORKING I 



We used a drill and dowel joints to extend the trunk to our desired length. Each joint must be snug 
and glued in place 


Step 4 



Create a template for the struts on the 
umbrella holder 
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If you go our route of cutting two half-rounds 
for the umbrella holder ring, they can be held in 
place for gluing with a length of string, a clamp 
and wedges 




We included a creative hole in each foot, which also serves a practical purpose in the assembly 



You can create your own hooks or recycle others, 
as we did 


': Cut a similar ring, but wider, for the 
uppermost ring of the umbrella holder. 

The inside measure of ours is 150mm in 
radius. This is easier for our way, which 
was to cut two half circles and glue them 
together around the trunk.The uppermost 
ring is held in place by four struts. To make 
them, design a template and cut each strut 
accordingly. We designed ours in a curve 
that fixed each strut with wood screws to 
the trunk and the underside of the ring. 

: Now, fix the hooks in place. You 
may choose to cut your own, in which case 
simply follow the process used in making 
the feet. Design a template, cut and fix to 
the trunk using another mortise and 
tenon joint. 

: Once complete, sand down the 
entire construction, making sure that 
all sharp edges have been softened. At 
this point, you can add any coating - we 
preferred to paint ours, applying an 
undercoat, sanding and repeating with 
additional coats until we were satisfied 
with the finished product. K 
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I I A WOODWORKER'S DIARYl 



Replacing a 
courtyard gate 

Denis Lock describes how he replaced a wooden 
courtyard gate for his son 



Capping strip and blocks 



Rot beyond repair Close-up of a rotted joint 
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Silicone plus waterproof glue 


II A WOODWORKER'S DIARY] 


First sloping face 





Both sloping faces 


Laminating the frame pieces 



The shoe being attached with epoxy 


The shoe and cap after sealing 
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Contact 

AM 



Denis Lock runs a router school and 
shop in Bedfordview, Gauteng. 

He can be contacted at 
denis.lock@worldonline. CO. za or 
082-267-5948. Visit his website at 
WWW. routingwithdenis. co. za 


PRICE DROP 


20" Pedestal nrlll Prass 12” Bandsaw 


10 ' Bencb Top Drill Press Pedestal Drill Press 






041 585 6996 | info@strandhardware.co.za 
www.strandharclware.co.za 


CONTACT OS rOB A DEAUITIfaB YOU 
Chedi out our website to view our blogs 

Valid while stocks last - E&OE 












































II WOODWORKER'S CORNER Your guide to the world of woodworking 


The Woodworker's Corner is a woodworking showcase 




A big hobby 

This is just one of the new 
additions to our home.The 
bar was built with 32mm pine 
laminate with the stacking doors 
being built and assembled at 
home. Carpentry as a hobby is a 
BIG part of my life.. 

Shaun Meyer, Tools 4 Wood Heat 
Wave Competition 




For keepsakes 

I own a little side business called Beards & Banjos. I handcraft wooden lamps and pair 
them with Edison bulbs. I do it all from scratch, sanding the block, drilling the holes and 
hand painting designs and logos onto the front before wiring them up with nifty toggle 
switches and fabric cable. 

Bronwyn Furno, www.beardsandbanjos.com 


Chopping wood 

Your magazine is one of a few DIY 
magazines I buy monthly. My tool 
collection is larger than most of the 
men I know, and if given the option 
to go shoe shopping or tool shopping, 
tools win without a doubt! This is a 
photograph of me using a chainsaw for 
the first time. The tree is Port Jackson - 
an alien invasive species, which will be 
chopped into firewood. 

Joleen Stokell, by email 


Please send us pictures of your 
projects. Write a caption with 
your name, inspiration, 
type of wood, etc. and send it to 
e di tori al @h om eh on dym an.co.za 
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I BOOKSHELF I 

General manager at Hardware Centre Marius Ackerman reviews the 
latest in woodworking literature 

One-Board Woodworking Projects 

Author: Andy Standing 
Publisher: The Taunton Press 

When you are planning a woodworking project, one of the many things to consider 
is the cost of the materials you plan to use. Any project requires a huge amount of 
wood - surely you cannot use just one board for a project? Then I picked up One-Board 
Woodworking Projects, which claims that you can do just that! 



I i A ^ 

^ STAhl£i!(i^t A ' 


So, what can you make with one board? A floorboard, or a shelf? Well, with a little bit of 
imagination,you can do so much morel One-Board Woodworking Projects provides the 
reader with plans and inspiration to construct a range of useful and functional items for 
the home and workshop, without the need for complicated lists of materials. Each of the projects featured in 
this publication is made from a single board, with the occasional need for hardware such as bolts and hinges, and perhaps 
the odd piece of sheet material such as plywood. 


Construction techniques are a mix of both traditional and modern joinery.The projects can be made using hand tools only, 
or power tools depending on your preference. Furthermore, the projects can be modified to suit your particular needs and 
will give you some inspiration to create your own unique projects! 


This 175-page softcover publication proves without a doubt that woodworking 
projects don't need to be overcomplicated or require a vast array of tools 
and material. 


For more information, contact Hardware Centre 
on 011-791-0844 (Randburg) 
or 021-421-7358 (Cape Town) 



Canon 

I made this scale cannon from a piece of oak I had laying 
around.The barrel is 290mm long. 

Francois Mare, Tools 4 Wood Heat Wave Competition 




Woodworking associations' details 
are available on our website at 
www.homehandyman.co.za 


Woodworking associations 


© , Woodworking Association 
Houtwerkvereniging 
Pretoria 


ANNUAL 

WOODWORKING SHOW 



Supported by 


1 October 2016, 
09h00-14h00 

• Exhibition of the Pretoria woodworkers 

artistic projects . ' 

• Exclusive wood art, furniture, turned ; 
pieces and consumer articles for sale 

• Suppliers of tools, finishing products, 
wood, accessories and many more 

• Demonstrations and informative talks 

New Hope School: 163 Cecilia Road/ 
Ashlea Gardens, Pretoria ^ 

Contact: 079 499 4695, 
www.ptawoodworkers.com 
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• Top The Home Handyman projects 

• Make a garden archway 

• Install a shower 


• Wall cladding 

• Construct a garden gate 

• Make a child's rocking horse 
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• Redesign a bathroom 

• Build a garden shed 

• Install a countertop and sink 


• Protect and secure your home • Repair problem plaster 

• Construct a flower stand • Install an outdoor light 

• Install your own cabinets • Make a wine rack 






• DIY cabinets 

• Construct a metal shoe stand 

• Make indoor flower planters 



• Ceilings, cornices and skirtings 

• Construct a jungle gym 

• Build a hanging cupboard 



• Repair roof leaks 

• Install wall shelves 

• Revamp garden steps 



• Hints and tips for patios 

• Construct a patio table 

• Revamp your bar area 



• Latest floor materials and designs 

• Build a bobbin sander 

• Make a plant stand 



• Build your own deck 

• Make a bathroom cabinet 

• Build a router table 
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• Electric fencing installation 

• Make burglar bars 

• Install laminate flooring 




• 12 top projects 

• Install a bathroom basin 

• Manage drainage problems 
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Install a water feature 
Make a metal fire pit 
Tips for controlling pests 


• Irrigation systems 

• Make a trendy wall clock 

• Choose a paving installer 


o 
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• Underfloor heating 

• Woodturning inlay work 

• Make a home gym bench 



• Natural stone flooring 

• Paint and wall coverings 

• Child-safe kid's rooms 



• Insulate your home 

• Make a metal bed 

• Energy-saving water heating 


'HlAdVMil 



• Cure damp problems 

• Make a candle holder 

• Trendy concrete floor ideas 



Ti "1 


• Garden drainage 

• Make a garden hose holder 

• Waterproof your roof 


• Order these and more online on www.homehandyman.co.za • 
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To order back issues for only R22 each, use the order form below to obtain any of the 
following editions: (for orders outside South Africa piease phone for a quote) 



• All about thatch roofs 

• Make a bread bin 

• Maintain outdoor metal 


• Pergolas and gazebos 

• Build a pizza oven 

• Protect outdoor wood 


• Swimming pools 

• Grow your own herbs 

• How to install a window 


• Cladding options 

• Build a brick braai 

• Put down instant lawn 


• Beautiful ponds 

• Install new gutters 

• Home lighting 



• Improve your home entrance 

• Make a metal lamp 

• Install laminate flooring 



► Balistrades 

► Make a drum braai 

► Choosing a garage door 



• Install a built-in fireplace 

• Make metal fireplace tools 

• Fix a broken window 



» Bathroom makeover 
» Pallet coffee table 
» Fix blocked drains 



» A to Z of tiling 
» Make a child's bed 
»Construct bedside tables 



IfBVdUlp if. » 

yom J ^ 



► Revamp your kitchen 

► Construct wooden bunkbeds 

► Build a patio roof 



O qgi | a I 

^arag^door 

(/) 

Infest ii^ter ml^ 

Doors types^d installal 
H ^ V Automation, safety^d s 

D 

III'ISJ 


► Garage door facelift 

► Make rustic picture frames 

► Construct a wendy house 
part 1 




► Jazz up your outdoor area 

► Install drip irrigation 

► Garden terracing 



• Pools for small gardens 

• Prune your plants 

• Make a garage trolley 



• 8 ways to live sustainably 

• Harvest rainwater 

• Wood protection 


YES! 1 would like to order the followina: 


(please tick) 


□ Jan '12 

□ Jan '13 

□ Jan '14 

□ Feb '12 

□ Feb '13 

□ Feb '14 

□ Mar '12 

□ Mar'13 

□ Mar '14 

□ Apr '12 

□ Apr'13 

□ Apr '14 

Q May '12 

□ May '13 

□ May '14 

□ Jun '12 

□ Jun '13 

□ Jun '14 

□ July '12 

□ July'13 

□ July '14 

□ Aug '12 

□ Aug '13 

□ Aug '14 

□ Sept '12 

□ Sept '13 

G Sept' 14 

n Oct '12 

□ Oct '13 

□ Oct '14 

Q Nov ' 12 

□ Nov '13 

□ Nov '14 

□ Dec '12 

□ Dec '13 

See our website for 
more recent issues 


No. of copies ordered:. x R 22.00 each = Total R. 

Name:. 

Address:. 

.Code:. 

Tel:.Cell:. 

Email:.Signature:. 

I wish to pay as follows: 

I I Direct Bank Deposit to: Nedbank Sandton Account No:i 46 9039 613 ; Branch 
Code:i 97005 . Fax form and deposit slip to: 086 551 0749 or scan and 
email to admin@homehandyman.co.za 

Q Debit my O Visa O Mastercard O Diners Club Card | | Amex 

Card no:. 

Exp date:.CVC No:. 

Send order form to HOME HANDYMAN, PO Box 48 Cramerview, 2060 

or fax to 086 551 0749. For enquiries call us on 011 462 5645 

Email: admin@homehandyman.co.za; website: www.homehandyman.co.za 
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II HOME HANDYMAN MARKETPLACE 

TO ADVERTISE ON THIS PAGE CONTACT: SHELAGH PAGE: Tel: 082-822-5959 OR DEBBIE HEARD: 083-302-7493 



NEW 

PRnniiPTQ 


Multi-purpose plunge saw Planer thicknesser 


For more information contact 

Tel: (Oil) 3151504 Visit our website: SKs 

Email: info@newcopowertools.co.za www.newcopowertools.co.za 


Drill Press 


Contractors Table Saw 



Get the digital version 


Download this issue and recent previous 
issues as emags for only R25 each. 


Visit us: 

www.homehandyman. 

co.za 






Read articles 
and step-by-step 
projects that are 
updated every 
month 

Order back issues 

Voice your views 
and read bright 
ideas 

List of 

woodworking 
clubs and courses 
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Let's get social 




DIY has a social media side as well 

Popular Facebook posts 




So you drilled a hole in the wrong 
spot. Now what? 

#homehandyman #diyfixit 
http:// 0 w.ly/CQD 0301 TV 9 d 


Handy Tweets 


IDIY & SOCIAL MEDIAI II 




I « 


* y"' ' ^ 


@All_DIYGuide 

Everything you've always wanted to know about carpet 
cleaning. http://wp.me/p 4 JpW 5-408 




Seen at the Vermont workshop 

Aarifah building a three-tier shelf. 

#homehandyman # 3 tiershelf 

See the step-by-step guide in this issue! 




Throwback Thursday 

37 ideas to decorate your home 
with old books. 
http:// 0 w.ly/LHcj 301 Flrc 
#homehandyman 
#bookdecorate #homedecor 


Tiles need a new look? 

Retiling is a headache. Have you 
considered paintingyourtiles? 

Yes, it can be done. 
http://bit.ly/ 1 qq 7 PzW 
#homehandyman #painttiles #tiling 



Ifll We are on Pinterest! 

Popular pin of the month 



Throwback Thursday: 

r 


Old drill press with style 

i 


Follow, like or pin us on 


j 

pinterest.com/homehandyman/ 


l/fcs 


@HandymanMag 


Question of the week 

If you could renovate one room in your 
house, which room would it be? 

#roomrenovate #renovations 
Popular responses:The playroom, bathroom, kitchen, garage, 
bachelor flat, kid's bedroom 





@DoItYourself.com 


Ready to upgrade your fencing? We have 
8 ideas sure to fit your style and budget. 
http:// 0 w.ly/Uyg 0302 ngtN 


At the polls 

The results are in for the below poll: 

Do you service your own power tools? 

Yes: 71% 

No: 29% 

See how Gareth got his old Bosch 
drill back in working order in the August 
2016 issue. 



Go to www.homehandyman.co.za to order back issues 



Go to www.facebook.com/ 
TheHomeHandymanmagazine and 'Like' us 



Follow The Home Handyman magazine on 
Twitter @TheHomeHandymanmag 
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I I TAILPIECE 


Reuben the 
Screwman meets a 
mussel determined to 
make a reappearance 


The story of a 
militant mussel 


I t was a chilly Friday morning at the office, the day of 
the bank manager's biannual visit, a visit that ranks 
right up there with a visit to the dentist. Although 
Arthur was a pleasant enough soul, he still put the fear 
of God into me, a bit like a school principal; you like 
him, but can never get close to him. 

The night before, I made my wife and myself the most 
delicious, creamy mussel soup, a real winter warmer 
comfort meal. However, one of the mussels had a bit 
of an attitude, which I foolishly chose to ignore. Not 
much could have been done about the situation as it 
was already in my mouth and ready for despatch to 
the stomach. As it went down, making its way past 
the oesophagus, it already wanted to return but it was 
too late and the full cycle was to be completed with 
disasterous consequences. 


The mussel gave its first sign of 
aggression, a rumble from the depths 
of my stomach that resembled that of 
a late afternoon thunderstorm 


Back at the office, Lettie had set out the obligatory 
tray with three glasses and a jug of water in the 
boardroom, with a second tray of tea and biscuits to 
follow (which no one ever touched). It was iiam and 
the hour of doom had arrived, in more ways than one. 
As I went down the stairs to meet Arthur at reception, 
the militant mussel gave its first sign of aggression, 
a rumble from the depths of my stomach that 


resembled that of a late afternoon thunderstorm on 
the Highveld. 

Ten minutes into the meeting and Arthur had just 
completed his textbook introduction of'How to open 
a meeting' straight from a Dale Carnegie manual. 
Pleasantries were exchanged: "How is the family? 

Wife... is she ok?" While all this superficial bonding 
was taking place, the second onslaught from the 
militant mussel came, this time with some backup 
from the rest of the mussels. Just before the call for 
the financials, the standard grade three joke came. 

This was to set all at ease and bring to an end the 
exchange of pleasantries before business commenced. 

To my surprise, it was not the same joke used in 
previous years. It was rather funny and sent me into a 
fit of laughter, followed by a volley of rapid fire from 
the great intestine. My eyes squinted as I clenched, 
trying to prevent another volley, but to no avail, the 
unthinkable had happened. Now clearly, this action 
was not part of the curriculum in his manual. A 
dead silence fell in the room, no words were uttered, 
everyone was busy with their own thoughts trying to 
figure out the next move. 

The move was mine. I excused myself and with the 
grace and poise of Baryshnikov, buttocks clenched so 
tightly you could crack a walnut in there, I tiptoed out 
of the boardroom. It was a long dance to freedom, 
down the stairs, past the counter, past the staff and, 
eventually, to the sanctuary of the men's room. After 
a grand scale 'mop-up', I decided to go 'commando' 
(without underwear) followed by shopping for 
underwear and then a debriefing with a psychologist, "ik 
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diy handbook 
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Only available directly 
from us... 

■ I The Home 

niNDnUH AHIUL 

DIY HANDBOOK 

The Home Handyman Annual DIY 
Handbook is a comprehensive guide 
ideal for all home improvers, DIY 
enthusiasts, wood and metalworkers 
and is packed full of tips, trends 
and step-by-step guides for home 
maintenance and renovation projects. 
160 pages - perfect bound. 

Current Home Handyman magazine 
subscribers only pay R60.00! 


DIY HANDBOOK ORDER FORM 


Fill in this form and pay Ryo.oo via deposit, EFT or credit card. No cheques accepted. 

CURRENT HOME HANDYMAN MAGAZINE SUBSCRIBERS ONLY PAY R60.00! 


Please send a copy of the Flome Flandyman DIY Handbook to: 

Name:. 

Postal address:. 


Postal code:.Email:. 

Street address:. 

.Code:. 

Tel: . Cell no:. 

Current Home Handyman subscriber: Q Yes Q No 

If a gift subscription: name and details of person paying: 

Name:. 

Tel: . Cell no:. 

Email:. 


I wish to pay as follows: 

n Direct bank deposit or EET to: Nedbank Sandton; 

Account: 146 9039 613; Branch code: 197005. Use your surname as 
the reference. Eaxform and deposit slip to: 086 551 0749 

I I Pay by credit card with my Visa, Mastercard or Diners Club Card 

Cardholders name:. 

Card no:. 

Exp date:.Signature:. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 

ORDER TODAY 

POST TO: The Home Handyman Subscription Manager, 

PO Box 48, Cramerview, 2016 

BY EMAIL: admin@homehandyman.co.za 

BY FAX: 086 551 0749 

BY PHONE: Pay by Credit Card, call 011-462-5645 


























TAME THE MONSTER IN THE BACKYARD WITH STIHL 


Experience the cordless convenience of 
the new STIHL COMPACT range when 
tackling any outdoor task. The COMPACT 
chainsaw, hedge trimmer, brushcutter and 
leaf blower use powerful, quiet, emission- 
free electric motors and are perfect for use 
at home. Batteries are compatible with 
all four tools and can be charged using 
any STIHL charger for total convenience. 


Lightweight, easy to operate and 
affordable, this range has been specially 
designed for home users who demand 
high performance power tools. COMPACT, 
convenient, innovative - typically STIHL. 

Like any premium item, STiHL products are oniy 
avaiiabie at speciaiised deaiers nationwide, for 
expert advice and superior after-saies service. 



www.stihl.co.za 


STIHL 







